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When Did It Happen? 

Write the correct year from the table below beside each fact. One year is listed three times because 

it is used three times. 

_____ 1. The first Marine receives the Medal of Honor. 

_____ 2. John Philip Sousa becomes the head of the Marine Corps Band. 

_____ 3. Women are accepted into the Marines. 

_____ 4. The Navajo Code Talkers are formed. 

_____ 5. The Marines conduct their first amphibious raid. 

_____ 6. The Marines fight their first battle on foreign soil, The Battle of Derna. 

_____ 7. Parris Island established. 

_____ 8. The LVT-1 and the Higgins Boat are first used by the Marines. 

_____ 9. MARPAT Camouflage is introduced. 

_____ 10. The Marine Corps is established. 

_____ 11. Marines aid in rescue missions after Hurricane Katrina strikes Louisiana, Mississippi,      

       Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle. 

_____ 12. The Marine Corps’ first helicopter squadron, HMX-1, is commissioned at Quantico. 

_____ 13. Lt. Col. John Glenn, Jr., is selected as one of the first Mercury astronauts. 

_____ 14. The First Marine Aviation Force is formed. 

_____ 15. The Marines assist in relief operations during the San Francisco earthquake and fire. 

_____ 16. Marines arrive in China to protect U.S. and foreign diplomats during the Boxer Rebellion. 

_____ 17. The U.S. flag is raised over Camp McCalla, Guantanamo, Cuba. 

_____ 18. The 5th Marine Regiment arrives in France during World War I. 

_____ 19. Marines land at Vladivostok, Russia, to protect the U.S. Consulate during the beginning of 

       the Russian Revolution. 

_____ 20. The first Presidential Review of the U.S. Marine Band and Marines is held. 

_____ 21. The Marine Corps is reestablished under the Constitution. 

_____ 22. The Marines aid in the Inchon Invasion during the Korean War. 

_____ 23. Marines aid Charleston, South Carolina, after Hurricane Hugo. 

_____ 24. Marines aid in taking Biloxi, Mississippi, from the Confederates during the Civil War. 

     

1775  1805 1898 1917 1941 1959 

1776 1861 1900 1918  1942 1989 

1798 1862 1906 1918  1947 2002 

1801 1880 1915 1918  1950 2005 
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Marine History Decoding  
Using codes are a part of military life. Decode the Marine history facts using your math skills and the 
clues found at the end of the activity. 

 

1. The resolution for the formation of the Continental Marines was approved on  

 ________________ _____, __________. 

        Clue #1                  50/5          71 X 25 

 

2. Originally, the uniform of the Marines was __________, with a high leather collar  

                                                                      Clue #2 

 to aid in protection in close-combat attacks. 

 

3. In ________, the Continental Marines were successful in their first amphibious landing  

               296 X 6 

 on enemy shores when they captured a supply of gunpowder, cannons, and more from the 

 ____________ within minutes of landing in the Bahamas.                                                                      
      Clue #5 

 

4. In _______, the jacket was changed to blue because of the Marine Corps’ connection with 

              899 X 2 

   the ____________. 

                   Clue #3 

 

5. In ________, when the United States refused to pay Barbary Coast pirates so that they would  

               95 X 19 

 stop raiding American merchant ships, the Marines were sent to Tripoli to rescue the         
 kidnapped crew of the USS _________________. After marching across ________ miles of 

                                                          Clue #6                                              30 X 20 

   the Libyan Desert, this became the Marines’ first land battle on foreign soil. 

 

6. In ________, the Marines began wearing the dark blue jacket and light blue trousers, but the  

                263 X 7 

 __________ collar was kept on the modern uniforms and is connected to the nickname of  

             Clue #4 

 “Leatherneck.” 

 

7. In _________, during the Mexican-American War, the Marines were engaged in the Battle  

               5541/3   

 of Chapultepec. After two days of fighting, the Marines won the battle and raised the      
 American flag over the castle, better known as the “Halls of ______________.” 

                             Clue #7 
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R/Admiral/David/D./Porter 
6/Dec./1863 

If/the/Marines/are/abolished/half/
the/efficiency/of/the/Navy/will/be/
destroyed./They/are/as/necessary//
to/the/well/being/of/a/ship/as/the/
officers./Instead/of/decreasing////
the/Corps,/I/would/rather/hope/to//
see/a/large/increase,/for/we/feel//
the/want/of/Marines/very/much./// 
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 Research Assignment 2 

 

What figure from the Marine’s history do you find the most interesting? Do a little research and 

write about his/her life and career. 
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Answer Key 

Outranked 

Enlisted       Officers 
6 Master Sergeant      2 1st Lieutenant 

1 Private        5 Colonel 
5 Gunnery Sergeant      1 2nd Lieutenant 

2 Lance Corporal      6 Brigadier General 
7 Master Gunnery Sergeant    8 General 
3 Corporal       3 Captain 

4 Sergeant       7 Major General 
8 Sergeant Major      4 Major 

Who’s Who Among the Marines 

1. c 
2. e and i 

3. k 
4. b 

5. j 
6. h 
7. a 

8. d 
9. g 

10. f 

Marines in Space 

1. c 
2. a 

3. c 
4. a 

5. b 
6. b 
7. a 

8. b 
9. c 

10. b 


