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WORLD EXPLORERS AND TRAVELERS GAME 

 

What do you know about world explorers and travelers? In this game, you and your opponents will take turns 

answering questions about men and women from Pytheas to Neil Armstrong and beyond. Each time you get 

an answer correct, move the amount you rolled on the die. But wait—there is a catch. As you move around 

the board, you may have to travel around a continent to do some of your own exploring. 

Preparing the Game:  

1. Attach two file folders together by overlapping one side so you have three parts to glue the game board 

to. Attach the game board to the three parts of the file folders, putting the middle piece on last so you 

can overlap the first space on either side of the middle piece of the game board with the corresponding 

space on the first and last pieces of the game board.  

2. Cut out the question cards and the direction cards. If they are printed on cardstock or printed on paper 

and laminated, they will hold up longer, but they can be used just as easily if printed on regular copy   

paper.  

3. Each player must have a token to use to move around the board. It can be from another game, you can 

use beans or buttons. Each player must be able to identify their own token as they move around the 

board. 

Playing the Game:  

1. Decide which player will be first. This can be done by age, roll of a die, or whatever means you decide.  

2. Mix the question cards completely and place in a stack beside the game board.  

3. Mix the direction cards completely and place them in a separate stack beside the game board. 

4. The first player rolls the die. Before they move, they must answer a question. The player to their left draws 

a card and asks the question, giving the three choices for the answer. If they answer the question       

correctly, they can move the amount rolled on the die. If they do not answer the question correctly, they 

must stay where they are and wait for their next turn.  

5. The question card is then placed face down in a discard pile beside the game board. Play passes to the 

next player. 

6. If a player, at any time, lands on a gray space, they must draw a card from the stack of direction cards 

and follow the directions given on their next relevant turn. The instructions on the direction card have  

priority over the directions on the game board or any other card or space.  

7. If a player, at any time during the game, lands on a blue space that has an arrow on it, they must go in 

the direction the arrow points on their next turn. This may mean they have to travel around a continent. 

8. The game continues until one player has traveled completely around the board (the world). 

9. The first player to completely travel around the board (the world) wins. 
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  Which explorer claimed the land 

around Tampa Bay, FL, for Spain 

and explored the region between 

Tampa Bay and St. Marks? 

A. Panfilo de Narvaez 

B. Diogo Cao 

C. Hernando Cortes 

Which explorer led an expedition in 

1540 to find Cibola? 

A. Juan de Onate 

B. Francisco Vazquez de Coronado 

C. Marie Joseph Francois Garnier 

Which explorer was in command of the 

expeditions that discovered the Grand 

Canyon and the Colorado River? 

A. Vasco Nunez de Balboa 

B. Juan Ponce de Leon 

C. Francisco Vazquez de Coronado 

Which explorer conquered the  

capital of the Aztecs? 

A. Hernando Cortes 

B. Juan de Grijalba 

C. Pierre de Brazza 

Which explorer founded the city of 

Veracruz? 

A. Hernando de Soto 

B. Hernando Cortes 

C. Juan Ponce de Leon 

Which explorer traveled for fifteen 

years throughout China and  

Southeast Asia for Kublai Khan? 

A. David Thompson 

B. Diogo Cao 

C. Marco Polo 

Which explorer discovered that the 

Casiquiare River formed a        

connection between the Amazon 

and Orinoco River Systems? 

A. Alexander von Humboldt 

B. Hugh Clapperton 

C. Matthew Flinders 

Which explorer studied what is now 

known as the Peru Current that 

was once named after him? 

A. Heinrich Barth 

B. Alexander von Humboldt 

C. Verney Lovett Cameron 

Which explorer discovered New 

York Harbor? 

A. Pierre de Brazza 

B. Amerigo Vespucci 

C. Giovanni da Verrazzano 

Which explorer explored the Upper 

Mekong Valley and conducted an 

expedition that defined the borders 

of Laos? 

A. Aguste Pavie 

B. Nicholas Perrot 

C. Henri de Tonty 

Which explorer was one of the first 

to work with the Algonkin tribes 

around Green Bay and claimed the 

Upper Mississippi area for France? 

A. Rene-Auguste Caillie 

B. Nicholas Perrot 

C. Percy Harrison Fawcett 

Which explorer oversaw the    

building of the first ship to sail in 

the Upper Great Lakes? 

A. William Dampier 

B. James Cook 

C. Henri de Tonty 

Which explorer was one of the    

greatest explorers of the Canadian 

West and built a series of trading posts 

with his sons? 

A. Peerre Gaultier de Varennes et 

de La Verendrye 

B. Rene-Auguste Caillie 

C. Louis Antoine de Bougainville 

Which explorer was the first French 

representative to Cambodia in 1863? 

A. Louis Antoine de Bougainville 

B. Ernest-Marc-Louis Doudart de 

Lagree 

C. Alejandro Malaspina 

Which explorer founded the French 

Congo and explored Gabon? 

A. Pedro de Alvarado 

B. Charles Montagu Doughty 

C. Pierre de Brazza 
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  Which explorer settled Guayquil, 

Ecuador, and also explored the 

Amazon River? 

A. Francisco de Orellana 

B. Aguste Pavie 

C. Pierre de Brazza 

Which explorer was believed to be 

the first white man to visit the 

Great Salt Lake? 

A. William Becknell 

B. James Bridger 

C. Zebulon Pike 

Which explorer was among the first to 

explore the Yellowstone region and 

established a fort in southwest       

Wyoming as a way station on the   

Oregon Trail? 

A. Jedediah Strong Smith 

B. Charles Wilkes 

C. James Bridger 

Which explorer mapped much of 

the territory between the          

Mississippi Valley and the Pacific 

Ocean? 

A. John Charles Fremont 

B. Jedediah Strong Smith 

C. James Bridger 

Which explorer surveyed the route 

west to Wyoming and made a   

winter crossing of the Sierra      

Nevada? 

A. George Washington DeLong 

B. John Charles Fremont 

C. John Lander 

Which explorer was a Franciscan 

missionary who helped explore the 

Mississippi River? 

A. William Dampier 

B. Henri de Tonty 

C. Louis Hennepin 

Which explorer traveled with 

Jacques Marquette and explored 

the Mississippi River from the    

Wisconsin to the Arkansas River? 

A. Louis Jolliet 

B. John Davis 

C. Jim Beckworth 

Which explorer, along with two 

companions, were the first to live 

near the site of present-day      

Chicago? 

A. Daniel Boone 

B. Jacques Marquette 

C. James Bridger  

Which explorer found copper     

deposits near Lake Superior? 

A. Samuel de Champlain 

B. Louis Jolliet 

C. Pierre Esprit Radisson 

Which explorer founded Moose 

Factory, a Hudson’s Bay Company 

trading post? 

A. Pierre Esprit Radisson 

B. Edward Bransfield 

C. Nicholas Perrot 

Which explorer was the first   

American to enter California from 

the east and return by an overland 

route? 

A. George Washington DeLong 

B. Jedediah Strong Smith 

C. Charles Wilkes 

Which explorer opened up a costal 

route from California to Fort     

Vancouver on the Columbia River? 

A. Zebulon Pike 

B. William Becknell 

C. Jedediah Strong Smith 

Which explorer’s maps of North 

America served as the basis for all 

subsequent ones? 

A. David Thompson 

B. William Beckwell 

C. Percy Harrison Fawcett 

Which explorer discovered Turtle 

Lake, one of the headwaters of the 

Mississippi River? 

A. Richard Chancellor 

B. David Thompson 

C. William Dampier 

Which explorer charted the border 

between Canada and the United 

States? 

A. Daniel Boone 

B. George Washington DeLong 

C. David Thompson 


