
© Bonnie Rose Hudson www.writebonnierose.com 3 

The Story of America through the 
Sites of Washington, D.C. 

The story of the United States of America is a long and interesting story, full of 
victories and failures, good decisions and bad, adventure, sacrifice, commitment, 
and love. We’re going to learn about just a few of the people and events that have 
shaped the story of the nation through some of the items and places you can see if 
you explore the nation’s capital, Washington, D.C., and nearby Arlington, Virginia. 
It’s a big area with a huge story to tell, so I hope you are wearing good walking 
shoes and have lots of water with you to drink.  

One important thing to remember is that museums and their exhibitions, what you 
can see when you visit them, change from time to time, so if you’re getting ready 
to take a trip to Washington, D.C., you have to do your homework ahead of time 
and make sure you know what you will be able to see and what you can’t. Are you 
ready? Let’s start with one of the most important documents in the nation’s 
history, the Declaration of Independence.  

The story of the United States of America began 
long ago with the native peoples who lived in 
the land. In the 1500s and 1600s, groups of 
colonists came to settle and explore a New 
World. In 1620, a group of Pilgrims came, 
looking for freedom to worship God as they 
chose. From these early colonists grew thirteen 
colonies of people who knew how important 
freedom and working hard to do your best was.  

But they had a problem. As time went on, Great 
Britain, who was in charge over the colonies, 
made many laws and rules that were not good 
for the colonists. Because the colonists didn’t get 
to vote or have a say in the laws that were 
made, the people got angry. There were fights 
with the British soldiers. No one was sure what 
would happen next. 
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The Fifth Amendment says a person does not have to 
testify against themselves in court. They don’t have to 
say something that would hurt themselves when they 
are on trial. It also says a person can’t be tried for a 
crime he or she has already been found innocent of, 
and it says that anyone charged with a crime has to 
have due process of law, a fair way to have the case 
heard. The Fifth Amendment also says the government 
cannot take your land to use without paying you what it 
is worth.  
 

 
The Sixth Amendment gives anyone charged 
with a crime the right to have a speedy and 
public trial, to face the witnesses against him 
or her, and to have an attorney for defense.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Seventh Amendment protects your right 
to a have a jury hear the case against you 
and make a decision.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Eighth Amendment says the courts cannot punish 
someone with a cruel or unusual punishment.  
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In 1794, a law was passed that established the 
United States Navy. The Navy is the part of the 
armed forces in charge of the sea. The Marine 
Corps and the Coast Guard are also parts of the 
Navy. Though people had talked about building a  
memorial that honored the Navy ever since   
Washington, D.C., was planned, it wasn’t until 
1985 that building finally started. It was        
completed about two years later. The memorial is 
a map of the world made in the ground out of 
granite, masts with signal flags, fountains, a  
statue, and more.  
 
 
 
 
The White House is the home of the President and his family while he is in office. 
Building this huge home began in 1792, but no one lived there until President John 
Adams and his wife Abigail moved there in 1800. Even then, the house wasn’t 
completely ready. The home was burned in the War of 1812, and it was rebuilt. 
Today, the White House has more than 130 rooms, including more than 30     
bathrooms!  

White/House 

SAMPLE

http://writebonnierose.com/


© Bonnie Rose Hudson www.writebonnierose.com 20 

Right now, there is no national memorial to 
honor all the Americans who fought and died 
in World War I, but there are plans in place 
to build one. When it is built, it will stand in 
Pershing Park, a park dedicated to General 
John J. Pershing, one of the most important 
military leaders of the nation’s history. When 
the American Expeditionary Forces were sent 
to Europe in 1917, it was General Pershing 
who commanded them and helped lead the 
Allies to victory. A statue now stands in    
Pershing Park remembering his life and     
service to the country. You can also see the 
American Expeditionary Force Memorial close 
by.  
 
 

 
Sometimes in wars, people can be hurt 
so badly that we don’t know their 
names or who they were when they 
died. The Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier honors soldiers whose names 
we don’t know. The first soldier to be 
buried there was a soldier from World 
War I. General Pershing took part in the 
funeral, and the soldier was buried on 
November 11, 1921. The memorial we 
can see today was finished in 1931. In 
the years that have passed, sadly, there 
have been many more wars, and other 
soldiers have been buried beside the 
unknown soldier from World War I.  
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On January 20, 1961, John F. Kennedy, 
became the President of the United 
States. He faced many challenges during 
his presidency, including civil rights issues, 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the ongoing 
space race. Many people in the nation 
loved the president, but not everyone 
agreed with how he did things. On       
November 22, 1963, someone shot and 
killed him while he was riding in an open 
car. He was buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery, and an eternal flame, a light 
that is never supposed to go out, was lit 
to honor his memory. 

 
In the 1950s and 1960s, there were many debates and discussions 
about civil rights. In some places, African Americans were treated  
differently than everyone else just because of the color of their skin. 
In 1963, President John F. Kennedy proposed a law called the Civil 
Rights Act that would make it illegal to keep someone from voting; 
using a hotel, park, restaurant, or other public place; or getting a job 
based only on the person’s color, race, what country they were from, 
their religion, or because they were male or female. The law was 
passed in 1964.  
 

 
One of the leaders in the fight for civil 
rights was a minister named Martin    
Luther King, Jr. He taught people to   
resist unfair laws and fight for change 
without using violence. Sadly, he was shot 
and killed on April 4, 1968. His memorial 
stands to honor his life and the legacy of 
freedom, opportunity, and justice that he 
believed in.  
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Review 
 
Which of the following is not displayed alongside the Bill of Rights? Draw an X 
through it.  
 
 
 
 

Which of the following is a right guaranteed by the First Amendment? Draw a circle 
around it.  
 
 
 
 
 

Which building do the House of Representatives and Senate meet in? Draw a circle 
around it.  

 
 

 

 

Arlington House was the home of which famous leader? Draw a circle around him.  

Constitution Declaration of Independence Newspaper about WWII 

Trial by jury Freedom of religion 
Freedom from unlawful 

search and seizure 

Capitol Supreme Court Smithsonian 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Robert E. Lee John J. Pershing 
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