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Welcome to World History Bingo and Quiz Game 
Preparing the Game: 
 
Print the bingo cards, the clue cards, and the markers (if you choose to use them). If you prefer, you can use 
beans, buttons, etc. as markers. You may also choose to laminate the cards and marker pages for repeated 
use. 
 
Cut apart the markers if you are using them. Cut apart the clue cards and shuffle them well to mix up the 
clues. There are three clues for each country. You will notice a few blank clue cards at the end. You can use 
some of your own clues if there are facts you would like to include for a particular country. 
 
The bingo cards consist of pictures of twenty-four people in traditional dress of their native country and a 
free space. Please keep in mind, as you discuss this game with your students, that the kids in this game are 
wearing all sorts of different clothes that have a special meaning to their country’s history or heritage. Just 
because the kids are dressed one way in this book does NOT mean everyone dresses like that every day.   
Canadian boys don’t always dress like Mounties, and kids in Brazil don’t always dress like they might for   
Carnival. Each of these pictures tells just one piece of a great big story of a country’s history. As a way to 
enrich your cultural studies, students can even go on a search to find out why the kids are dressed a certain 
way and what it means in their country’s history. There is so much to discover!    
 
To Play: 
 
Each player gets a bingo card and several markers to cover the spaces on their card.  
 
The person chosen to be the “caller” shuffles all of the clue cards, being careful to mix them as much as    
possible. They then put the cards in a stack in front of them.  
 
All players put a marker on the free space on their card.  
 
The caller draws the top card and reads the information to the players, being careful not to read the name 
of the country. The players decide what country they think the clue is about and put a marker on the space 
with a picture of a person from that country on it.  
 
The caller then tells the players the name of the correct country. Players who covered the correct country 
may leave their marker on their card. Players who did not cover the correct country must remove their  
marker from their card. In the event another clue is drawn for a country, players who previously got a clue 
wrong for that country may use the opportunity to guess correctly and cover a space on the card. Play   
continues until someone has bingo.  

Colombia Argentina Bolivia Nicaragua    Sweden Japan     Ireland Israel Canada Chile Honduras Russia 
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A Version for Younger Children: 
 
If you are using this game with younger children who have not studied all of the facts presented in the game, 
the caller can read the card and then tell the players the answer while showing them the card. Players cover 
one of the matching individuals on their card. In this way, the younger children will become familiar with the  
information about each country.    
 
Another option for younger children is to draw the card, show them the picture on the clue card, and tell 
them the country’s name. This way the children will become familiar with the names of the countries.  
 
A Version for Two People (Without a Designated Caller) 
 
If there are only two people playing the game, the players can take turns being the caller. The first person to 
be the caller draws a card from the stack and asks the other player the question. If the player gets the    
answer correct, they can put a marker on their bingo card. If the player does not get the answer correct, the 
player asking the question gets to put a marker on their card.  
 
For the next turn, the players switch, with the second player asking the question to the first player. By switching 
who is the caller with each question, both players get an equal opportunity to get correct answers and try to 
win the game. When one player achieves bingo, be sure each player has had an equal number of turns. If 
they have, then the player who reached bingo wins. If they have not, allow the other player to take a final 
turn. If he or she also reaches bingo, the game ends in a tie.  
 
Examples of Ways to Win: 
 
Cover spaces on the bingo cards in any of the patterns shown below. Or, if you choose, you can make up 
your own rules for a “winning card.” 

 
                               

     

     

     

     

     

 You can win by getting all of the spaces on your card covered in a straight line in any 
row or column across the card.                              

 You can win by getting all of the spaces covered in a diagonal line from corner to  
corner on the card.       
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 My capital is Buenos Aires.                   
 

What country am I? 
 

Argentina 

I declared independence from Spain in 1816 when  
representatives met at the Congress of Tucumán.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Argentina 

 I lost a war with the United Kingdom concerning the 
Falkland Islands in 1982.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Argentina 

 My two capitals are Sucre and La Paz.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Bolivia 

 I gained my independence from Spain with the help 
of one of Simón Bolívar’s generals in 1825.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Bolivia 

I lost the Chaco War with Paraguay in 1935.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Bolivia 

My capital is Brasília.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Brazil 

I declared my independence from Portugal in 1822 
under Pedro I.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Brazil 

 I moved my capital from Rio de Janeiro to Brasília 
in 1960.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Brazil 

 My capital is Ottawa.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Canada 
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   Samuel de Champlain founded my city of Quebec 
in 1608.                 

 
What country am I? 

 
Canada 

 In 1775, an American invasion of my country failed 
when the Americans were defeated at Quebec City.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Canada 

 My capital is Santiago.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Chile 

The Spanish explorer Pedro de Valdivia founded  
Santiago in my country in 1541.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Chile 

 Military leaders overthrew the Allende government in 
my country in 1973.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Chile 

My capital is Beijing.   
 

What country am I? 
 

China 

 My first strong central government was established 
by the Qin dynasty in 221-206 BC.  

 
What country am I? 

 
China 

The Boxer Rebellion happened in my country in 1900.   
 

What country am I? 
 

China 

My capital is Bogotá.    
 

What country am I? 
 

Colombia 

The first permanent Spanish settlement in South 
America, Santa Marta, was founded in my country in 

1525.    
 

What country am I? 
 

Colombia 

http://www.writebonnierose.com


©Bonnie Rose Hudson www.writebonnierose.com 

  The War of the Thousand Days was fought in my 
country from 1899-1902.                  

 
What country am I? 

 
Colombia 

My capital is San Jose.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Costa Rica 

 In 1564, Juan Vásquez de Coronado founded   
Cartago, the first permanent settlement in my   

country.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Costa Rica 

 From 1963-1965, the Irazú volcano covered my  
capital with ash.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Costa Rica 

 My capital is Zagreb.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Croatia 

I declared my independence from Yugoslavia in 1991.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Croatia 

 I have had many disputes with Serbia, including a war 
in the 1990s.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Croatia 

My capital is Quito.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Ecuador 

General Antonio José de Sucre defeated the Spanish 
in 1822 and ended Spanish rule of my country.    

 
What country am I? 

 
Ecuador 

 The Galapagos Islands belong to my country.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Ecuador 
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  My capital is Cairo.                  
 

What country am I? 
 

Egypt 

 Founded in my country in 970, Al-Azhar University 
is one of the oldest universities in the world.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Egypt 

Saladin and his descendants formed the Ayyubid  
dynasty and ruled my country from about 1171-1250.    

 
What country am I? 

 
Egypt 

 My capital is San Salvador.  
 

What country am I? 
 

El Salvador 

The Pipil Indians took control of the land west of the 
Lempa River in my country in the 1000s.   

 
What country am I? 

 
El Salvador 

In 1931, General Maximiliano Hernández Martínez 
took over the government and was a dictator in my 

country for twelve years.   
 

What country am I? 
 

El Salvador 

My capital is London.   
 

What country am I? 
 

England 

King Egbert, who ruled in the 800s, is sometimes  
considered the first king of my country.   

 
What country am I? 

 
England 

In 1215, the Magna Carta was signed in my country.    
 

What country am I? 
 

England 

 My capital is Suva.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Fij i  
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  My country became a crown colony of the United 
Kingdom in 1874.                  

 
What country am I? 

 
Fij i  

I am a country located in the South Pacific and   
consist of about 330 islands and more than 500 

smaller atolls, islets, and reefs.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Fij i  

 My capital is Paris.   
 

What country am I? 
 

France 

Charles de Gaulle was one of my most famous  
presidents.   

 
What country am I? 

 
France 

The D-Day landing in World War II took place on 
my Normandy shores on June 6, 1944. 

  
What country am I? 

 
France 

 My capital is Berlin.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Germany 

 The church in my town of Wittenberg is known for 
the theses Martin Luther posted that helped start the 

Protestant Reformation.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Germany 

In 1871, I arose as a new empire with Wilhelm I being 
crowned my first Kaiser.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Germany 

My capital is Athens.    
 

What country am I? 
 

Greece 

In ancient times, my two most famous city-states were 
Athens and Sparta.    

 
What country am I? 

 
Greece 
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 In 431 B.C., I was the site of the Peloponnesian War.                   
 

What country am I? 
 

Greece 

 My capital is Guatemala City.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Guatemala 

 In 1570, while I was a colony of Spain, a high court 
of judges and administrators was set up in my    

present-day city of Antigua.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Guatemala 

 Rafael Carrera ruled me as dictator-president most 
of the time between 1839 and 1865.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Guatemala 

 My capital is Tegucigalpa.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Honduras 

In the 1890s, United States fruit companies began 
preparing me for the production of bananas, and I 
was the first country to be known as the banana  

republic.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Honduras 

In 1969, a border dispute between my country and  
El Salvador began that lasted until 1992.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Honduras 

My capital is New Delhi.   
 

What country am I? 
 

India 

My “breadbasket” is called the Punjab.    
 

What country am I? 
 

India 

In 1877, Queen Victoria of Britain became my     
empress.    

 
What country am I? 

 
India 
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 My capital is Jakarta.                   
 

What country am I? 
 

Indonesia 

In 1883, an eruption on one of my islands, Krakatau, 
caused extensive destruction there and on nearby  

islands.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Indonesia 

 In 1945, I declared my independence from the  
Netherlands, with Sukarno as my first president.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Indonesia 

 My capital is Dublin.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Ireland 

 To try to rule over me, English rulers established 
“plantations” which took land away from my people 

and gave it to English colonists.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Ireland 

 My people faced a great potato famine between 
1845 and 1848 that many believe was responsible for 

killing at least one million people.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Ireland 

 My capital is Jerusalem.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Israel 

As a modern nation, I came into being on  
May 14, 1948.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Israel 

In my first election as a modern nation, Chaim  
Weizmann was elected president.    

 
What country am I? 

 
Israel 

  My capital is Rome.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Italy 
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  I was declared a kingdom in 1861 by Victor       
Emmanuel II.                  

 
What country am I? 

 
Italy 

 In 1925, King Victor Emmanuel III named Benito 
Mussolini my prime minister.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Italy 

  My capital is Kingston.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Jamaica 

 In 1865, revolts called the Morant Bay Rebellion  
occurred here.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Jamaica 

In 2006, my first female prime minister, Portia  
Simpson Miller, was sworn in.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Jamaica 

 My capital is Tokyo.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Japan 

On March 11, 2011, a terrible earthquake hit off the 
coast of my island of Honshu and triggered a     

tsunami.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Japan 

 In 1603, the Tokugawa family became the rulers of 
my country.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Japan 

My capital is Port Louis.    
 

What country am I? 
 

Mauritius 

 In 1598, I was claimed by the Dutch, who abandoned 
me in 1710 after cutting down the ebony forests.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Mauritius 
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 In 1715, I was taken control of by the French and 
named Ile de France.                   

 
What country am I? 

 
Mauritius 

My capital is Mexico City.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Mexico 

After being a Spanish colony for 300 years, I gained 
my independence in 1821, through the cooperation of 

Agustín de Iturbide and Vicente Guerrero.    
 

What country am I? 
 

Mexico 

In 1824, I became a republic and had my first    
president, Guadalupe Victoria.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Mexico 

My capital is Monaco.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Monaco 

 One of my princes, Prince Albert, was known as the 
Scientist Prince because of the marine research he 

did.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Monaco 

One of my famous ruling families was the Grimaldi 
family.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Monaco 

 My capital is Rabat.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Morocco 

 My city of Tangier was placed under international 
control in 1923, as I was ruled by France and Spain 

at the time.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Morocco 

 My city of Casablanca was a meeting place during 
World War II for Franklin D. Roosevelt and    

Winston Churchill in 1943.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Morocco 
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 My capital is Amsterdam.                   
 

What country am I? 
 

Netherlands 

 My people declared their independence from Spain 
in 1581 but had to fight until 1648 before Spain   

recognized our independence.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Netherlands 

 One of my most famous explorers was Abel 
Janszoon Tasman, who discovered the island of    

Tasmania.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Netherlands 

My capital is Managua.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Nicaragua 

 In 1524, Francisco Fernández de Córdoba        
established my cities of Granada and León.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Nicaragua 

 The 160-mile Rama Road helps connect my Pacific 
and Caribbean coasts.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Nicaragua 

My capital is Oslo.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Norway 

 Around 900, my first king was Harold I.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Norway 

  After being ruled by Denmark, and then Sweden, I 
finally achieved independence in 1905.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Norway 

 My capital is Panama City.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Panama 
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 Vasco Núñez de Balboa was the first European to 
see the eastern shore of the Pacific from my coast.                   

 
What country am I? 

 
Panama 

I am the location of a canal connecting the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans that opened on August 15, 1914. 

 
What country am I? 

 
Panama 

  My capital is Asunción.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Paraguay 

My independence was declared in 1811, with José  
Gaspar Rodriguez de Francia being chosen to head 

the government in 1814.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Paraguay 

After the War of the Triple Alliance, more than 30 
presidents headed my government from 1870 to 

1932.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Paraguay 

My capital is Lima.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Peru 

 The first Europeans to reach my shores landed near 
the Inca city of Tumbes on my north coast about 

1527.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Peru 

My first constitution became effective in 1827, the 
same year General José de la Mar was elected my 

first president.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Peru 

 My capital is Warsaw.   
 

What country am I? 
 

Poland 

  After being controlled by several different countries 
over the years, I achieved independence as a republic 

in 1918, with my first chief of state being Jozef 
Pi łsudski.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Poland 
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  After the 1919 Treaty of Versailles, my port of 
Gdansk was made the Free City of Danzig.                  

 
What country am I? 

 
Poland 

 My capital is Bucharest.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Romania 

In 1861, two of my provinces united, electing Prince 
Alexander John Cuza as the ruler of the newly    

independent country.    
 

What country am I? 
 

Romania 

 Under the direction of Communists, King Michael 
gave up his throne, and I became a Soviet Satellite   

in 1948.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Romania 

 My capital is Moscow.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Russia 

My earliest history of the 800s is the Primary 
Chronicle, which was written in Kiev.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Russia 

 In 1547, Ivan IV became my first ruler to be called  
a czar.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Russia 

 My capital is Apia.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Samoa 

 Robert Louis Stevenson lived here for many years 
and is buried near my capital.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Samoa 

 After being prepared for independence by New 
Zealand, I became independent in 1962, joined the 

United Nations in 1976, and changed my name to my 
present name in 1997.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Samoa 
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 My capital is Edinburgh.                   
 

What country am I? 
 

Scotland 

 In 1603, my King James VI became the English   
King James I.  

 
What country am I? 

 
Scotland 

 In 1040, my King Duncan I was killed in battle 
against Macbeth.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Scotland 

 My capital is Madrid.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Spain 

I gave help to Italian navigator Christopher Columbus 
in his voyages to the New World.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Spain 

In 1588, I sent an armada to invade England, but it 
was defeated.   

 
What country am I? 

 
Spain 

 My capital is Stockholm.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Sweden 

 My power in Europe began to decline in 1709 under 
King Charles XII after losing the Battle of Poltava to 

Russia.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Sweden 

I was the home of chemist Alfred Nobel, the chemist 
who patented dynamite.    

 
What country am I? 

 
Sweden 

My capital is Montevideo.    
 

What country am I? 
 

Uruguay 
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  In 1828, I was declared an independent republic and 
José Fructuoso Rivera became my first president. 

   
What country am I? 

 
Uruguay 

 I became a strongly democratic country in 1903  
with the election of José Batlle y Ordóñez as my 

president.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Uruguay 

My capital is Caracas.    
 

What country am I? 
 

Venezuela 

 The first European explorer to reach me was   
Christopher Columbus when he reached the Paria 

Peninsula in 1498.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Venezuela 

 Although I was declared independent in 1811, I did not 
become completely independent from Spain until 1821 
when Simón Bolívar won the victory in the battle at 

Carabobo.  
 

What country am I? 
 

Venezuela 
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