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Bernard Montgomery was known for being cautious and thorough in his strategy. While this
often made other Allied leaders impatient, he was very popular with the troops, as he insisted
that both the men and the material needed for a strike be completely ready. This outlook
brought slow, steady success. What is your opinion of slow, steady success in war, as compared
to being less cautious at the risk of not being ready for the unexpected? Do you think it is best
to be content with slow, steady progress in other life situations, such as a career? Why or why
not?

German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel

Born on November 15, 1891, in Heidenheim, Germany, Erwin Rommel joined the German army
in 1910. He served in World War I and demonstrated great courage and leadership. He remained
in the army after Germany was defeated. When World War II began in 1939, Rommel served in
Poland before leading an attack in France. He was transferred to North Africa in 1941 and
became known as the “Desert Fox” because of his daring surprise attacks. He remained in
command in North Africa until a final defeat in 1943, at which time he returned to Europe.
Rommel made suggestions concerning the German defense of the beaches before the Normandy
invasion, but others in power disagreed and placed troops elsewhere. This placement of troops
in the coastal areas caused the German response to be less effective when the invasion came.
As Rommel realized more fully the superiority of the Allied air forces, he reported to Adolf Hitler
that he did not feel Germany could win the war. Rommel’s friends, who were conspiring against
Hitler, suggested Rommel would be the best one to take over Germany after Hitler was
overthrown. Rommel did not disagree, but he did not know there was a plan to assassinate
Hitler. Rommel did not accept the idea of murder for political reasons and had, in the past,
disobeyed orders given to him by Hitler that called for the execution of someone for political
purposes. When an attempt on Hitler’s life failed, it was revealed that Rommel had had contact
with those who tried to kill Hitler. Hitler sent two generals to see Rommel, who was recovering
from serious injuries. The generals presented him the choice of a trial, where Rommel’s name
and that of his family would be ruined, or suicide. Rommel took his own life on October 14,
1944,

Why do you think Hitler gave Rommel the choice? Was it to protect Rommel’s name and family
or his own? What do you think motivated Rommel’s choice? Was he protecting his family, and if
so, why do you think their name and survival was more important to him than his own life? Did
he make the decision out of pride? Fear? Something else entirely? Explain your answers.

Lieutenant General James H. Doolittle

Born on December 14, 1896, in Alameda, California, USA, James Doolittle was an Army aviator
and flight instructor in World War I and continued his education after the war. He continued his
service in the Army Air Corps until 1930 and then worked in aviation in the public sector. He
returned to active service when World War II began. Just over four months after the attack on
Pearl Harbor, James Doolittle led a bombing mission, often referred to as the “Doolittle Raid,”
that started from the deck of the aircraft carrier Hornet. This was the first time bombers were
launched from an aircraft carrier. Sixteen B-25s attacked Japanese cities, including Tokyo. Most
of the crews arrived safely on the Chinese mainland, which allowed them safe return to the
United States. There was not much damage done from the raid, but it was a huge boost to
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war was going badly in other areas. He became naval commander of the Allied expeditionary
force in the Mediterranean in 1942 and served as General Eisenhower’s naval deputy. He
commanded the fleet that covered the Allied landings in North Africa during Operation Torch. He
later commanded the Allied naval forces during the amphibious invasions of Sicily and Italy in
1943. He was promoted to chief of naval staff, a position in which he reported directly to Prime
Minister Winston Churchill through the Chiefs of Staff Committee. He retired in 1946. In 1951, he
wrote his biography, A Sailor’s Odyssey. He died on June 12, 1963.

Admiral Andrew Browne Cunningham was 56 years old when World War II began. In spite of the
fact that he was born twenty years before the Wright brothers made their historic flights at Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina, USA, he was able to hold different positions of command throughout a
war that involved a war in the air as much as on the ground and on the sea. How hard do you
think it would be to remain current on the many changes and advancements in warfare that
were taking place even as the war was being fought? What characteristics would a commander
need to be able to fight in a war that was so different than any war before it?

Philippe Leclerc de Hauteclocque

Born on November 22, 1902, in Belloy-Saint-Léonard, France, Philippe Leclerc de Hauteclocque
attended the military schools at Saint-Cyr and Saumur. He was wounded and captured by the
Germans in 1939 but escaped to England. When he heard that Charles de Gaulle was gathering
the Free French Forces who were in London, he changed his nhame to Leclerc in order to prevent
any retaliation against his wife and children still in France and joined de Gaulle. Charles de
Gaulle promoted him to the rank of colonel, and he went on to serve in French Equatorial Africa
and achieved many victories. His next promotion was to brigadier general, after which he
marched his troops approximately 1,000 miles (1,600 km) from Chad to Tripoli, Libya. He
captured garrisons of Italian troops during the march and joined his troops with the British
Eighth Army when he arrived. He was commander of the Free French 2nd Armored Division from
Morocco. As leader of this division, he commanded people of twenty-two nationalities who
worked together as part of the Normandy operations. The 2nd Armored Division participated
with Patton’s army in the closing of the Falaise pocket. On August 20, 1944, Dwight D.
Eisenhower ordered the liberation of Paris, and on August 25, the German commander in Paris
surrendered to Leclerc. Leclerc continued on in World War II, liberating Strasbourg and later
taking his men into Germany. He then fought in the Pacific theater as the head of the French
Expeditionary Force in the Far East and signed the Japanese surrender agreement on behalf of
France. After the war, he was given the post of inspector general of French forces in North
Africa. He died on November 28, 1947, as a result of an airplane crash.

In addition to his bravery and daring, Philippe Leclerc de Hauteclocque is set apart from many
others by his ability to command people and bring them together to fight for a goal. He was able
to bring a group that included twenty-two nationalities together into a division that fought with
tremendous unity. Today, many seem to have trouble allowing room for people who do not
agree with their beliefs. Do you think Leclerc was only successful because of the circumstances
of war? Do you feel the times have changed to such a degree that such unity is no longer
possible? What traits would it take for someone to be able to unite people in this way? How
could someone keep this kind of unity among people of such diversity? Do you think working
together for a united goal is still possible?
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