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Elements of Architecture Terminology 

Ambulatory — Apse — Arabesque — Arcade 

Arch — Barrel vault — Buttress     

Campanile — Clerestory — Colonnade 

Ambulatory     

Apse      

Arabesque     

Arcade    

Arch     

Barrel vault     

Buttress     

an area, often semicircular, at the end of an 

aisle in a building 

aisle that continues throughout a building to 

allow for processionals to circle through     

a walkway formed by a series of columns or 

piers topped with arches

a curved structure that crosses an opening 

and supports the weight of what is above it

a carved ornamentation which often includes 

scrollwork, vines, and other designs

unbroken arch that forms a type of tunnel as 

it reaches from end to end

any support on the exterior of a building that 

gives it strength

a bell tower; often used to refer to Italian bell 

towers connected to churches

the row of windows that allows light into a 

room by rising above the roofs around it 

a row of columns, often spaced an equal     

distance apart, that usually supports a roof

Campanile     

Clerestory    

Colonnade 

SAMPLE

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 5 

Ambulatory: aisle that continues throughout a building to 

allow for processionals to circle through 

Ambulatory:/aisle/that// 

continues/throughout/a/ 

building/to/allow/for//// 

processionals/to/circle// 

through////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////// 
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Apse: an area, often semicircular, at the end of an aisle in a 

building 

Apse:/an/area,/often//// 

semicircular,/at/the/end/ 

of/an/aisle/in/a////////// 

building/////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 
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Arabesque: a carved ornamentation which often includes 

scrollwork, vines, and other designs 

Arabesque:/a/carved//// 

ornamentation/which///// 

often/includes//////////// 

scrollwork,/vines,/and//// 

other/designs///////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 
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