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Ocean Terminology 

Abyssal hill — Abyssal plains — Abyssopelagic 

Bathypelagic — Black smoker — Continental rise  

Continental shelf — Continental slope 

Coriolis effect — Epipelagic 

Abyssal hill  

Abyssal plains  

Abyssopelagic  

Bathypelagic  

Black smoker   

Continental rise   

Continental shelf  

fairly flat land at the bottom of the mid-ocean 

ridges  

underwater hill located on an abyssal plain 

3,200-13,000 ft (1,000-4,000 m) below the 

ocean’s surface; no sunlight; midnight zone 

vent that releases hot water, dissolved metals, 

and sulfur, forming a black cloud 

from 13,000-19,686 ft (4,000-6,000 m) below 

the ocean’s surface; no light; abyssal zone 

sediment that collects at the bottom of the 

continental slope and rises 600 mi (1,000 km) 

underwater land at the edge of a continent to 

a depth less than 660 ft (200 m) 

land beginning at the edge of the continental 

shelf and continuing steeply downward 

causes the Earth’s rotation to have an impact 

on the direction of ocean currents 

ocean surface and about 650 ft (200 m)  

beneath it; also called photic or sunlight zone 

Continental slope  

Coriolis effect   

Epipelagic  

SAMPLE
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Abyssal hill: underwater hill located on an abyssal plain  

Abyssal/hill:/underwater/// 

hill/located/on/an///////// 

abyssal/plain/////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

 

SAMPLE
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Abyssal plains: fairly flat land at the bottom of the mid-ocean 

ridges 

Abyssal/plains:/fairly////// 

flat/land/at/the/bottom// 

of/the/mid-ocean/ridges/ 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

 

SAMPLE
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Abyssopelagic: from 13,000-19,686 ft (4,000-6,000 m) below the 

ocean’s surface; no light; abyssal zone 

Abyssopelagic://////////// 

from/13,000-19,686/ft// 

(4,000-6,000/m)/below// 

the/ocean’s/surface;/no// 

light;/abyssal/zone/////// 

//////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

///////////////////////////// 

//////////////////////////// 

/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////

SAMPLE




