Introduction

After the colonies won their independence from Britain, they had a type of
government under the Articles of Confederation, but this government was not
strong enough to govern the nation. The Articles of Confederation gave each state
independence, and the government established under these rules could not force
the states to work together. With each state working independently, there was not
a unified way to deal with the laws, repay debts from the Revolutionary War, and
address all the other things that came up in the day-to-day running of the country.

Many of the leaders began to discuss the need for a stronger government, and
representatives from five of the states met in Annapolis, Maryland, in 1786. This
meeting led to a national convention that met<at Independence Hall in
Philadelphia in 1787 to discuss and revise the Articles of Confederation. Twelve of
the states sent delegates, but Rhode Island did not because’it did not want the
national government to be in charge of the state.lnstead of revising the Articles of
Confederation, a majority of the delegates felt.it would‘be better to write a new
plan for the government and decided on‘the Canstitution of the United States.

James Madison, who became known as the Father of the Constitution, made
speeches and worked to help find. compromises when problems came up. George
Washington and Benjamin Franklin were also delegates at the convention. Those
who helped with the writing included John Dickinson, Gouverneur Morris,
Edmund Randolph, Roger Sherman, James Wilson, and George Wythe.
Gouverneur Morris.was in' charge of taking all the decisions that had been
reached and putting them "in final form. He did the actual writing of the
Constitution.

The states had trouble agreeing on the number of delegates each state would
have representing them in the new government. Some proposals were favored by
larger states, while other proposals were favored by smaller states. To settle this
matter, the delegates from Connecticut proposed what became known as the
Connecticut Compromise, or Great Compromise, that resulted in equal
representation in the Senate for each state and representation based on
population in the House of Representatives. There were also compromises on the
issue of slavery and how to count slaves for representation in the new
government.

The first state to ratify the Constitution was Delaware on December 7, 1787. When
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New Hampshire ratified the Constitution on June 21, 1788, the number of states
who had ratified it reached nine, the minimum number needed to begin
organizing the new government. Other states followed, and soon all states except
North Carolina and Rhode Island had ratified the Constitution. These two states
refused to vote in favor of the new government until a bill of rights was added.

Even though all states except North Carolina and Rhode Island had ratified the
Constitution, many did so only because of the promise of a bill of rights. Many of
the states already had a declaration of rights in their state constitutions. They felt
it was important that the people knew exactly what their rights were.

James Madison proposed fifteen amendments; twelve were accepted and
submitted to the states for approval. By December 15, 1791, ten of the twelve
amendments had been accepted by enough states to .cause them to be added to
the Constitution permanently. These were then known as the Bill of Rights.

The Preamble to the Constitution sets forth.the intent ofithe Constitution. The Bill
of Rights are amendments that protectithe citizensfrom unjust actions of the
government.

¥e the People
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