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Latvia 
Latvia is a small country on the Baltic Sea. It sits in 

northeastern Europe bordered by Belarus, Estonia, Lithuania, and 
Russia. The land has been caught in power struggles between  
nations for hundreds of years. It has been invaded by Vikings and 
Germans and ruled by Poland, Lithuania, Sweden, and Russia. It was 
independent from 1918-1940 when it fell to the Soviet Union. It  
became independent again in 1991. Latvian is the official language 
and is one of the oldest languages in Europe. Folk traditions are 
extremely important to the Latvian people and are a way they 

preserve their rich cultural heritage. 

Geographically, Latvia is one of the Baltic States along with Estonia and Lithuania. It’s covered in low hills 
and small lakes. There are forests that cover around 40% of the land. Many of Latvia’s people work in  
service industries related to tourism such as hotels and restaurants. Many also work in manufacturing and 
mining. Some raise beef and dairy cattle, chickens, and hogs and grow barley, potatoes, rye, and wheat.  SAMPLE
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Riga is the capital of Latvia, a major 

shipping center, and the nation’s  

largest city. German crusaders  

founded the city in 1201, and today, it 

is a beautiful combination of modern 

buildings, churches from the Middle 

Ages, and historic sites. 

Riga/is/the/capital/of/Latvia,/a/major/shipping/
center,/and/the/nation’s/largest/city./German//

it/is/a/beautiful/combination/of/modern//////// 

historic/sites./////////////////////////////////////// 
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Riga/is/the/capital/of/Latvia,/a/major/shipping/
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buildings,/churches/from/the/Middle/Ages,/and 
historic/sites./////////////////////////////////////// 
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 I hope you’ve enjoyed visiting four of the many amazing places in Latvia! Before 

you leave to go home, could I ask you to do something special for the people here? A 

little over half of the people in Latvia believe in Jesus, but there are many who still 

haven’t understood yet that Jesus loves them. There is freedom of religion now, but 

there was much persecution against Christians in the past.  

 Will you remember to pray for the people of Latvia? Here are a few things you 

can pray for. You can add more prayer requests to the list as you think of them!  

 
 

 Pray that people will have Bibles to read in whatever language they speak. 

 
 Pray for the people living in Riga, Sigulda, Turaida, and Daugavpils plus 
 every city and town to believe in Jesus.  
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