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Print & Cursive Connections: Food Chains 

This unit is designed to help young writers see the connection between 
print and cursive by practicing them together. In the first pages of the unit, each  
word is stacked so that print is immediately followed by cursive. Students then 
trace the words in the same pattern. Finally, students write both words following 
the pattern. After the twelve individual terms, students practice twelve complete 
sentences using the same pattern.   

As you study food chains, talk about what animals belong to the food chains in 
each habitat. Here is a sample food chain for each of the habitats covered in this 
unit to help get you started.  

Boreal forest (taiga): aphid, ladybug, songbird, great horned owl, lynx 

Deciduous forest: plants, grasshopper, frog, snake, hawk 

Desert: plants and seeds, jerboa, snake, fox 

Marsh: plants, snail, raccoon, alligator 

Mountain: plants, rabbit, fox, mountain lion (cougar) 

Pond: algae, mosquito larva, fish, raccoon 

Rain forest: flowers, butterfly, toucan, anaconda 

Tundra: lichen, lemming, Arctic fox, Arctic wolf 

SAMPLE
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Ecosystem///////////////// 
Ecosystem/////////////////// 
Ecosystem///////////////// 
Ecosystem/////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
Food/chain//////////////// 
Food/chain////////////////// 
Food/chain//////////////// 
Food/chain////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 

SAMPLE
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Predator/////////////////// 
Predator///////////////////// 
Predator////////////////// 
Predator///////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
Prey//////////////////////// 
Prey//////////////////////// 
Prey//////////////////////// 
Prey//////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 

SAMPLE
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An/ecosystem/is/made//// 
An/ecosystem/is/made//////// 
An/ecosystem/is/made//// 
An/ecosystem/is/made//////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
of/all/the/living/and///// 
of/all/the/living/and///////// 
of/all/the/living/and////// 
of/all/the/living/and///////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 

SAMPLE
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nonliving/things/in/an//// 
nonliving/things/in/an////// 
nonliving/things/in/an//// 
nonliving/things/in/an////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
area./////////////////////// 
area.//////////////////////// 
area./////////////////////// 
area./////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 

SAMPLE
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When/one/animal/eats/// 
When/one/animal/eats/////// 
When/one/animal/eats/// 
When/one/animal/eats/////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
another/animal,/it/is////// 
another/animal,/it/is//////// 
another/animal,/it/is////// 
another/animal,/it/is//////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 

SAMPLE
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called/a/predator.//////// 
called/a/predator.//////////// 
called/a/predator.//////// 
called/a/predator.//////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  
 

 

SAMPLE
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