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Print & Cursive Connections: Layers of the Ocean 

This unit is designed to help young writers see the connection between 
print and cursive by practicing them together. In the first pages of the unit, each 
word is stacked so that print is immediately followed by cursive. Students then 
trace the words in the same pattern. Finally, students write both words following 
the pattern. After the twelve individual terms, students practice twelve complete 
sentences using the same pattern.   
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Sunlight/zone///////////// 
Sunlight/zone/////////////// 
Sunlight/zone///////////// 
Sunlight/zone/////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
Zooplankton////////////// 
Zooplankton///////////////// 
Zooplankton////////////// 
Zooplankton///////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 

SAMPLE
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Phytoplankton///////////// 
Phytoplankton/////////////// 
Phytoplankton///////////// 
Phytoplankton/////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
Blue/whale///////////////// 
Blue/whale////////////////// 
Blue/whale///////////////// 
Blue/whale////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  
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The/sunlight/zone/is/the// 
The/sunlight/zone/is/the////// 
The/sunlight/zone/is/the// 
The/sunlight/zone/is/the////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
surface/of/the/ocean//// 
surface/of/the/ocean/////////// 
surface/of/the/ocean//// 
surface/of/the/ocean/////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  
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and/about/650/feet///// 
and/about/650/feet/////////// 
and/about/650/feet///// 
and/about/650/feet/////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
(200/meters)/beneath/it./ 
(200/meters)/beneath/it.////// 
(200/meters)/beneath/it./ 
(200/meters)/beneath/it.////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  
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The/blue/whale/is/the///// 
The/blue/whale/is/the///////// 
The/blue/whale/is/the///// 
The/blue/whale/is/the///////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  

 
largest/animal/that/has// 
largest/animal/that/has////// 
largest/animal/that/has// 
largest/animal/that/has////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  
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ever/lived./////////////////  
ever/lived./////////////////// 
ever/lived.///////////////// 
ever/lived./////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////  
////////////////////////////  
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