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Weather Phenomena Terminology 

Ball lightning — Belt of Venus — Blood moon 

Catatumbo lightning — Dust devil — Fallstreak hole 

Fire rainbow — Fire whirl 

Frostwork — Giant hailstones 

Ball lightning  

Belt of Venus   

Blood moon   

Catatumbo lightning 

Dust devil   

Fallstreak hole 

Fire rainbow  

slightly pinkish band just above a cloudless horizon 

caused by light from the rising or setting sun

reflecting off the atmosphere 

rare lightning that appears in the form of a ball that 

floats or moves along a solid object  

extremely high concentration of lightning in

Venezuela over a period of about 300 nights each  

year   

spinning column of air, sand, and dust that often  

occurs in hot deserts when an overheated layer of air 

close to the ground rises   

moon’s red appearance during a total lunar eclipse 

caused by the reflection of the red edge of the earth’s 

shadow  

large gap in a cloud formed when water droplets 

freeze and fall, leaving a hole which widens as other 

droplets freeze and fall   

rare rainbow-like band formed when rays of light  

pass vertically through ice crystals in a certain       

alignment  

fire tornado; occurs in fires when strong, dry air 

moves through at just the right angle to spin flames 

and debris 

patterns made by moisture as it freezes on a surface 

(like a windowpane) that is warm and moist on the  

opposite side 

pieces of ice that have frozen at changing rates,       

allowing them to grow more than 6 in. (15 cm)

in diameter 

Fire whirl 

Frostwork 

Giant hailstones 
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Ball lightning: rare lightning that appears in the form of a ball 

that floats or moves along a solid object 

Ball/lightning:/rare////////
lightning/that/appears///
in/the/form/of/a/ball/////
that/floats/or/moves//////
along/a/solid/object////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
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Belt of Venus: slightly pinkish band just above a cloudless     

horizon caused by light from the rising or setting sun reflecting 

off the atmosphere 

Belt/of/Venus:/slightly///
pinkish/band/just/above//
a/cloudless/horizon///////
caused/by/light/from/////
the/rising/or/setting/sun//
reflecting/off/the////////
atmosphere//////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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Blood moon: moon’s red appearance during a total lunar 

eclipse caused by the reflection of the red edge of the earth’s 

shadow 

Blood/moon:/moon’s/red//
appearance/during/a/////
total/lunar/eclipse////////
caused/by/the/reflection/
of/the/red/edge/of/the//
earth’s/shadow///////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
///////////////////////////// 
/////////////////////////////
/////////////////////////////
///////////////////////////// 
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