Chickee

The Seminole people have lived in Florida for more than 300 years. Their ancestors, many of
whom were part of the Creek people of Alabama and Georgia, moved to Florida during the
1700s and early 1800s.

They lived in the Everglades, and at times, they lived in a type of log cabin. But at other times,
they lived in open-sided homes called chickees that helped them stay cool. The walls were
made of bald cypress logs, and the roof was made from palmetto thatch. The palmetto is a
type of palm tree. Since much of the ground in the Everglades is water or swamp, these
platform dwellings with their floors raised up off the ground were a necessity. The raised floor
was also helpful during floods. The open walls provided an easy way to keep the air flowing
through the home. This part of Florida can be very hot and humidgso the Seminole needed as
much fresh air as possible.

The chickees were used for cooking, sleeping, and eating, and could be@rranged in groups.
They also had reed mats they could roll down and make into temperary walls if the nights got
too cool or there was a storm.

Follow these instructions to draw a picture of a chickee onthe next page like the one shown
below:
o Decide if you want to draw the right half of'the picture or the left half of the picture and
draw it in one of the first two grids. You can draw both if you'd like.
« Now, using a blank grid from the back of the.book, try drawing the whole picture.
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|dentify the Home

1. Which picture shows a pueblo? Circle it.

5. Which picture shows a chickee? Circle it.
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Answer Key
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