A Young Girl Reading

Jean Honore Fragonard painted many different types of paintings in more than one style. He
liked painting large pictures showing scenes from history, but he did not have much success
at it. He switched to the rococo style, which was a style of painting and architecture that
focused on delicate elegance. Rococo works were refined, detailed, and beautiful. Though
rococo work was elegant, Fragonard usually didn't create pictures of stuffy scenes that people
could not relate to. Instead, he used scenes from everyday life, sometimes showing couples or
families together.

Historians aren't sure exactly when Fragonard painted most of his paintings, or who he used
as a model for each one. They believe Fragonard painted A Young Girl Reading around 1776
and may have used his daughter for a model. They know he used,her in many of his images.
The painting captures a private moment in the life of a child, like several of his paintings did.
Other paintings show kids studying, playing, or taking a music lesson:

A Young Girl Reading captures a precious moment in time, inviting youto come close and soak
up all the beautiful colors while at the same time causing you to not want to disturb the girl
who is lost in her book.

Follow these instructions to recreate A Young Girl Reading on the next page like the drawing

shown below:

« Decide if you want to draw the right half of.the picture or the left half of the picture and
draw it in one of the first two gridssYou can draw both if youd like.

« Now, using a blank grid from the back of,the book, try drawing the whole picture.
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|dentify the Image

1. Which picture shows The Milkmaid? Circle it.

2.
O\
3.
4,
5. Which picture shows Washington Crossing the Delaware? Circle it.
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10.

Answer Key
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