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Hoover Dam 
 

The Colorado River is critical in the southwestern part of the United States but has also been 

responsible for damaging flooding. In 1928, the Boulder Canyon Project was authorized to 

build a dam on the Colorado River that would both stop the flooding and provide water for 

irrigation to prevent crop loss during droughts. 
 

Building began during the administration of Herbert Hoover, after whom the dam was 

named. It provided good jobs for many people during the Great Depression. It stands in the 

Black Canyon of the Colorado River along the Arizona-Nevada border. The reservoir for the 

dam, Lake Mead, is one of the largest artificially created lakes in the world. It helps irrigate 

farmland in Arizona, Nevada, and southern California and supplies water for cities in southern 

California through an aqueduct. 
 

Hoover Dam is one of the highest concrete dams in the world. It is about 726 feet (221 m) high 

and 1,244 feet (379 m) long. Its base is 660 feet (200 m) thick and is made of enough concrete 

to pave a two-lane highway between New York City and San Francisco. Four reinforced       

concrete intake towers above the dam send water from the reservoir into large steel pipes. 

After falling about 500 feet (150 m) through the pipes, the water reaches a hydroelectric    

power plant at the dam's base. Almost half of the electric power created goes to different  

destinations in southern California, including Los Angeles. The rest is sent to Nevada and Arizona. 
 

Follow these instructions to draw the Hoover Dam on the next page like the picture shown below: 

• Decide if you want to draw the right half of the picture or the left half of the picture and 

draw it in one of the first two grids. You can draw both if you’d like.    

• Now, using a blank grid from the back of the book, try drawing the whole picture. 
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Questions 
 

1. Which picture shows the Gateway Arch? Circle it. 

 

 

 

 

2. Which picture shows the Kennedy Space Center? Circle it. 

 

 

 

 

3. Which picture shows the Hoover Dam? Circle it. 

 

 

 

 

4. Which picture shows the USS Arizona Memorial - Pearl Harbor 

 National Memorial? Circle it. 

 

 

 

 

5. Which picture shows the Cape May Lighthouse? Circle it. 
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Answer Key 
 

1.   

 
 

2.  
 

 

3.  

 
 

4.  

 
 

5.  

 
 

6.   

 
 

7.   

 
 

8.    

 
 

9.   

 
 

10.    
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