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Getting Started 
 

Welcome to Explore Pennsylvania History County by County. This unit explores the sixty-seven 

counties of Pennsylvania. To get started, read about the first four counties in the unit. Then 

complete the fact cards on the page that follows. Next, read about four more counties and 

complete another page of fact cards. The page of fact cards can be used as a notebooking 

page, or you can laminate the page and cut out each fact card.  

 

Once you have read about eight counties, complete the review activities. You can create a map, 

complete a crossword puzzle, and try your hand at a matching activity. All the information 

needed for these activities is included in what you read.  

 

You can also complete one or more of the optional activities if you like. These activities give you 

the chance to add additional locations to your map and create a special resource about the 

counties you have explored. You will likely need access to the Internet to complete these bonus 

activities.  

 

Repeat this pattern until you have explored the entire state. The final set of review activities  

includes eleven counties rather than eight.  

 

Have fun discovering exciting places all around Pennsylvania!  
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Adams County is located in southern Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1800 from part of York 

County and named for John Adams, the second President of the United States. The county seat 

is Gettysburg.  

  

Gettysburg National Military Park is located in Adams County. Established in 1895, it has over 

1,300 Civil War monuments and markers. The Eisenhower National Historic Site is next to the 

park. It gives visitors a chance to tour a home where Dwight and Mamie Eisenhower lived.          

During World War II, Dwight Eisenhower served as the supreme commander of the Allied forces 

in western Europe. From 1953-1961, he served as the nation’s thirty-fourth president. He used 

the home in Gettysburg as a weekend retreat and place to host world leaders. You can still see 

some of the original vehicles he used while there. 

Adams County 

You’ll find Allegheny County in southwestern Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1788 from parts 

of Westmoreland and Washington Counties. Its name comes from a Delaware word meaning 

“good river.” The county seat is Pittsburgh.  

  

Three rivers meet in the center of the county—the Ohio, Allegheny, and Monongahela Rivers. It 

was a strategic location, and when the British won control of the Pittsburgh area during the 

French and Indian War, they built Fort Pitt. The city of Pittsburgh grew around it. The Fort Pitt 

Blockhouse, a part of the original Fort Pitt, is believed to be the oldest building still standing in 

Pittsburgh. The city is full of places to explore, including museums with displays that share           

everything from history to sports. There’s also an amusement park, a zoo, and many other 

things to see and do.  

Allegheny County 
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Armstrong County is located in west-central Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1800 from parts 

of Allegheny, Lycoming, and Westmoreland Counties. It was named after John Armstrong, an 

officer who served during the French and Indian War. The county seat is Kittanning.  

  

Several places in Armstrong County are listed on the National Register of Historic Places, such 

as Brady’s Bend Iron Company Furnaces, which played an important part in the state’s iron       

industry and railroad history. Another site is the Drake Log Cabin, a historic log cabin that the 

Apollo Area Historical Society has made available for the public to learn about log cabin        

construction and life in pre-Civil War Pennsylvania. Armstrong County was also the birthplace of 

the famous journalist Nellie Bly, who is famous for her investigative reporting and for her           

1889-1890 trip around the world that took just seventy-two days.  

Armstrong County 

You’ll find Beaver County in southwestern Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1800 when it was 

created from parts of Washington and Allegheny Counties. Its name comes from the Beaver 

River, which may have been named for the animal or for Tamaqua, a Delaware chief. The           

county seat is Beaver.  

  
The county became known for its natural resources, such as its abundance of channel coal. It 

was also the site of a historic nuclear reactor. The Shippingport Atomic Power Station went 

online on December 2, 1957. It was the first full-scale atomic  electric power plant in the country 

that was built exclusively for peacetime use. Shippingport was chosen because the Duquesne 

Light Company in nearby Pittsburgh placed the winning bid for the project. The site of the            

original plant was later decommissioned, and the buildings were removed. The Beaver Valley 

Nuclear Power Station now stands next to the site.  

Beaver County 
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 Adams County 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Color the county in the map above. 

County Seat: ___________________________________ 

Organized In: __________________________________ 

Key Landmark: ________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Allegheny County 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Color the county in the map above. 

County Seat: ___________________________________ 

Organized In: __________________________________ 

Key Landmark: ________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Armstrong County 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Color the county in the map above. 

County Seat: ___________________________________ 

Organized In: __________________________________ 

Key Landmark: ________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Beaver County 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Color the county in the map above. 

County Seat: ___________________________________ 

Organized In: __________________________________ 

Key Landmark: ________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
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Bedford County is located in southern Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1771 from part of   

Cumberland County and named for John Russell, 4th Duke of Bedford. The county seat is        

Bedford.  

  

Bedford County has much history to explore. Fort Bedford was built during the French and       

Indian War and was a critical location for the British troops. The British also used the fort during 

the Revolutionary War, but the colonists captured it. The Fort Bedford Museum, a                             

reconstruction of the fort, displays thousands of objects from Bedford’s past. You can also               

explore Old Bedford Village, a historical village of buildings preserved from the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries. You can watch volunteers exhibit many trades and crafts villagers would 

have performed in Pennsylvania’s past.  

Bedford County 

You’ll find Berks County in southeastern Pennsylvania. It was organized from parts of Chester, 

Philadelphia, and Lancaster Counties in 1751 and named for Berkshire, England, the county 

where William Penn’s family was from. The county seat is Reading.  

  
Trails and trailblazers share history in Berks County. The Appalachian Trail that reaches from 

Maine to Georgia follows the northern border of Berks County, Pennsylvania. Famous                      

trailblazer Daniel Boone was born in 1734 near Birdsboro in Berks County. History in the county 

isn’t limited to explorers, however. Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site is also located in 

here. This site helps visitors understand how the development of the iron industry led to the 

United States growing into an industrial giant. The county is also home to the Boyertown          

Museum of Historic Vehicles, which has numerous vintage vehicles, a 1921 gas station, an 1872 

carriage factory, and more.  

Berks County 

SAMPLE

http://www.writebonnierose.com


WriteBonnieRose.com 10 

   

  

Blair County is located in central Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1846 from parts of Bedford 

and Huntingdon Counties and named for John Blair, a local settler and businessman. The           

county seat is Hollidaysburg.  

  

The Delaware, Shawnee, and Tuscarora Indians lived in this area before settlers came. In 1778, 

Fort Roberdeau was built to protect the miners who mined lead during the American                

Revolution. A reconstructed fort exists there today where you can enjoy tours and re-creations. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad Company founded the city of Altoona in Blair County. For many 

years, the city was the base for building and repairing trains and played a critical role in the 

state’s railroad history. Today, the Railroaders Memorial Museum in Altoona has displays,            

exhibitions, programs, and more to help continue the railroaders’ legacy. 

Blair County 

You’ll find Bradford County in northern Pennsylvania. It was organized in 1810 and named for 

William Bradford, who served in the Continental Army. He also served as an Attorney General 

of Pennsylvania, a Supreme Court of Pennsylvania justice, and a United States Attorney               

General. The county seat is Towanda.  

  

Spanish Hill in Bradford County was one of the first places Europeans visited while exploring 

Pennsylvania. Some interesting things to see in Bradford County are Knapp’s Covered Bridge in 

Towanda, which dates back to 1850, and the Protection of the Flag Monument in Athens, which 

dates to 1900. It shows a Revolutionary War soldier and drummer boy protecting the flag. The 

dedication on the monument states, “Erected to the memory of our soldiers who fought in           

defense of the flag.”  

Bradford County 
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Bedford County 

Color the county in the map above. 

County Seat: ___________________________________ 

Organized In: __________________________________ 

Key Landmark: ________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Berks County 

Color the county in the map above. 

County Seat: ___________________________________ 

Organized In: __________________________________ 

Key Landmark: ________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Blair County 

Color the county in the map above. 

County Seat: ___________________________________ 

Organized In: __________________________________ 

Key Landmark: ________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Bradford County 

Color the county in the map above. 

County Seat: ___________________________________ 

Organized In: __________________________________ 

Key Landmark: ________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
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 Adams County—Bradford County 

Now that you’ve explored eight counties in Pennsylvania, it’s time to use what you’ve learned! 

Here are your next steps:  

• Add each of the county names to the Master Map.

• Using the Reference Map as a guide, add a dot for each of the eight county seats.

• Label the county seats. Because there is not a lot of room to write all the names on the map,

you may want to number the county seats and create a key to show which city is in which

county.

• Complete the following crossword puzzle and matching activity using what you have read.

Optional: 

• Do some investigative work and determine where the key landmarks you wrote about are

located. Add a dot to the Master Map for each of the landmarks you explore. Label the

landmarks. Instead of creating a key with numbers, you may want to use letters for the

landmarks.

• Create a travel brochure or a website home page (using a piece of paper or a computer

program, not on a live website). You can choose one or more of the landmarks you

explored, one or more of the counties you read about, or a combination. What can you

include that would cause visitors to want to come and see what you have discovered?

1 2

3

4

5

6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14

15

16
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Across: 

 

1.    County seat of Armstrong County 

5. Name of an officer who served during the French and Indian War, _____ _____, whom a  

 county was named for (2 words) 

8.  Name of a person who served in the Continental Army, _____ _____, whom a county was 

 named for (2 words) 

10.  County seat of Berks County 

13. Name of a river, which was named after the translation of a Delaware chief's name, that a 

 county was named for 

15. Delaware word meaning “_______ _______,” that Allegheny County was named for (2 words) 

16. County seat of Blair County 

 

Down: 

 

2.  County seat of Adams County 

3.  County seat of Bradford County 

4. Name of the second president of the United States, _______ _______, whom a county was 

 named for (2 words) 

6.  County seat of Allegheny County 

7.  Name of a local settler and businessman, _______ _______, whom a county was named for            

    (2 words) 

9.  County seat of Beaver County 

11.  County seat of Bedford County 

12.  Name of a place in England that a county was named for  

14.  Part of the title of John Russell, 4th Duke of _______, whom a county was named for 
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Adams County—Bradford County 
 

Complete the activity by matching each historical place to the county it is located in. Some 

counties have one location listed and one line beside the county name. Other counties have 

two locations listed and two lines beside the county name.   

 

 

     County    Historical Place 

          

    1. Adams    a.  Fort Bedford Museum  

          

    2. Allegheny   b.  Fort Roberdeau  

          

    3. Armstrong   c.  Brady’s Bend Iron Company Furnaces  

          

    4. Beaver   d.  Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles  

          

    5. Bedford   e.  Knapp’s Covered Bridge  

          

    6. Berks   f.  Gettysburg National Military Park  

          

    7. Blair   g.  Railroaders Memorial Museum  

          

    8. Bradford   h.  Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site  

          

       i.  Fort Pitt Blockhouse  

          

       j.  Drake Log Cabin  

          

       k.  Protection of the Flag Monument  

          

       l.  Eisenhower National Historic Site  

          

       m.  Beaver Valley Nuclear Power Station  
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 Answer Key 
 

Adams County—Bradford County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1K I T T A N N I N 2G         
          E       3T  
          T  4J     O  
  5J O H N A R M S T R O N G   W  
          Y  H     A  
    6P      S  N   7J  N  
   8W I L L I A M B R A D F O R D  
    T      U   D   H  A  
    T    9B  10R E A D I N G   
    S  11B  E  G  M   B   12B 
    B  E  A    S   L   E 
    U  D  V     13B E A V E R 
    R  F  E   14B    I   K 
    15G O O D R I V E R   R   S 
    H  R     D       H 
      D     F       I 
           O       R 

16H O L L I D A Y S B U R G      E 
           D        

f  l  1. Adams   

      

  i  2. Allegheny  

      

c  j  3. Armstrong  

      

  m  4. Beaver  

      

  a  5. Bedford  

      

d  h  6. Berks  

      

b  g  7. Blair  

      

e  k  8. Bradford  
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 Informational Websites 

(Please Note: Websites change, and some may contain content and/or advertisements that are 

not appropriate for students. Please preview each site before sharing with your students.) 

Some landmarks are very difficult to find online, so these landmark-related links are provided 

to help you learn more about some of the places mentioned in this unit. Many are still open 

and available to explore, but some may have closed.  

Adams County 

Gettysburg National Military Park: https://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm 

Eisenhower National Historic Site: https://www.nps.gov/eise/index.htm  

https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/top-ten-tips-for-visiting-eisenhower-nhs.htm 

Allegheny County 

Fort Pitt Museum: https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/visit/fort-pitt/ 

Armstrong County  

Armstrong County Adventure Guide:  

https://armstrongcounty.com/armstrong-county-adventure-guide/ 

Drake Log Cabin: https://apollopahistory.com/drake-log-cabin/ 

Beaver County 

Shippingport Atomic Power Station and Beaver Valley Nuclear Power Station:  

https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/emerg-preparedness/history.html 

https://www.ans.org/news/article-2004/shippingport-atomic-power-station-five-fast-facts/ 

Bedford County 

Fort Bedford Museum: https://oldbedfordvillage.com/ 

Old Bedford Village: https://oldbedfordvillage.com/ 

Berks County 

Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site: https://www.nps.gov/hofu/index.htm 

Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles: https://boyertownmuseum.org/ 

Blair County 

Variety of Blair County sites: https://www.blairhistory.org/resources.html 

Fort Roberdeau: https://fortroberdeau.org/ 

Railroaders Memorial Museum: https://www.railroadcity.org/about  

SAMPLE

http://www.writebonnierose.com
https://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/eise/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/top-ten-tips-for-visiting-eisenhower-nhs.htm
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/visit/fort-pitt/
https://armstrongcounty.com/armstrong-county-adventure-guide/
https://apollopahistory.com/drake-log-cabin/
https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/emerg-preparedness/history.html
https://www.ans.org/news/article-2004/shippingport-atomic-power-station-five-fast-facts/
https://oldbedfordvillage.com/
https://oldbedfordvillage.com/
https://www.nps.gov/hofu/index.htm
https://boyertownmuseum.org/
https://www.blairhistory.org/resources.html
https://fortroberdeau.org/
https://www.railroadcity.org/about



