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Timeline of the Industrial Revolution 

Chronological Copywork 

1701: Jethro Tull invents the horse-drawn mechanical seed drill, which  
allows planting seeds in rows rather than by scattering as in the past 

May 26, 1733: John Kay receives a patent for a machine that includes his 
flying shuttle, which makes weaving fabric much faster 

May 1765: Scottish engineer James Watt invents the condenser, an 
important part of the steam engine he later invents 

1769: James Watt receives a patent for the Watt steam engine; it is far more 
efficient than others and paves the way for steam to power long-distance 
transportation  

1769: Richard Arkwright patents the horse-powered spinning frame, which 
makes spinning cotton more economical 

July 12, 1770: James Hargreaves receives a patent for the spinning jenny, 
which he had developed earlier; it makes spinning wool and cotton faster 
and cheaper  

1779: Samuel Crompton invents the spinning mule, which can be used to 
produce high-quality thread on a much larger scale 

1785: The power loom, which uses water power, is invented by Edmund 
Cartwright to increase the speed of weaving  

March 18, 1785: Robert Ransome of England is granted a patent for the cast-
iron plowshare  

1803: Richard Trevithick builds the New Castle, the first steam locomotive 
used for actual work, which he bases on earlier models he had built 

c. 1819: U.S. engineers patent improvements on the cast-iron plow

October 26, 1825: The Erie Canal opens to carry produce from Buffalo to 
New York City, New York, United States 

September 27, 1825: The world’s first railroad to carry freight and     
passengers with a steam engine opens between Stockton and Darlington, 
England  

1828: American John Thorpe invents the ring-spinning machine, a faster and 
easier way to spin large amounts of thread and yarn  

1830: Using the Tom Thumb he built, Peter Cooper demonstrates steam 
trains can haul a load on a steep, winding track 
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1701: Jethro Tull invents the horse-drawn mechanical seed drill, which allows 
planting seeds in rows rather than by scattering as in the past    

1701:/Jethro/Tull/invents/the///////
horse-drawn/mechanical/seed/////
drill,/which/allows/planting/seeds/
in/rows/rather/than/by/////////////
scattering/as/in/the/past////////// 
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
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May 26, 1733: John Kay receives a patent for a machine that includes his flying 
shuttle, which makes weaving fabric much faster   

May/26,/1733:/John/Kay//////////
receives/a/patent/for/a/machine/
that/includes/his/flying/shuttle,///
which/makes/weaving/fabric///////
much/faster//////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
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May 1765: Scottish engineer James Watt invents the condenser, an important 
part of the steam engine he later invents   

May/1765:/Scottish/engineer//////
James/Watt/invents/the///////////
condenser,/an/important/part/of/
the/steam/engine/he/later////////
invents////////////////////////////// 
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
//////////////////////////////////////
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